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Subpart A—Introduction

§651.1 Purpose.

(a) This part implements the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of
1969 (NEPA), setting forth the Army’s
policies and responsibilities for the
early integration of environmental
considerations into planning and deci-
sion-making.
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§651.2

(b) This part requires environmental
analysis of Army actions affecting
human health and the environment;
providing criteria and guidance on ac-
tions normally requiring Environ-
mental Assessments (EAs) or Environ-
mental Impact Statements (EISs), and
listing Army actions that are categori-
cally excluded from such requirements,
provided specific criteria are met.

(c) This part supplements the regula-
tions of the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) in the Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) (40 CFR parts 1500—
1508) for Army actions, and must be
read in conjunction with them.

(d) All Army acquisition programs
must use this part in conjunction with
Department of Defense (DOD) 5000.2-R
(Mandatory Procedures for Major De-
fense Acquisition Programs and Major
Automated Information Systems).

(e) This part applies to actions of the
Active Army and Army Reserve, to
functions of the Army National Guard
(ARNG) involving federal funding, and
to functions for which the Army is the
DOD executive agent. It does not apply
to Civil Works functions of the US
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) or
to combat or combat-related activities
in a combat or hostile fire zone. Oper-
ations Other Than War (OOTW) or Sta-
bility and Support Operations (SASO)
are subject to the provisions of this
part as specified in Subpart H of this
part. This part applies to relevant ac-
tions within the United States, which
is defined as all States; the District of
Columbia; territories and possessions
of the United States; and all waters
and airspace subject to the territorial
jurisdiction of the United States. The
territories and possessions of the
United States include the Virgin Is-
lands, American Samoa, Wake Island,
Midway Island, Guam, Palmyra Island,
Johnston Atoll, Navassa Island, and
Kingman Reef. This regulation also ap-
plies to actions in the Commonwealths
of Puerto Rico and the Northern Mari-
anas, the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands, and the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia and Palau (Republic of Belau).
In addition, this part addresses the re-
sponsibility of the Army for the assess-
ment and consideration of environ-
mental effects for peacetime SASO op-
erations worldwide. Throughout this

32 CFR Ch. V (7-1-09 Edition)

part, emphasis is placed upon quality
analysis of environmental effects, not
the production of documents. Docu-
mentation is necessary to present and
staff results of the analyses, but the
objective of NEPA and Army NEPA
policy is quality analysis in support of
the Army decision maker. The term
“‘analysis” also includes any required
documentation to support the analysis,
coordinate NEPA requirements, and in-
form the public and the decision
maker.

§651.2 References.

Required and related publications
and referenced forms are listed in Ap-
pendix A of this part.

§651.3 Explanation of abbreviations
and terms.

Abbreviations and special terms used
in this part are explained in the glos-
sary in Appendix F of this part.

§651.4 Responsibilities.

(a) The Assistant Secretary of the Army
(Installations and Environment)
(ASA(I&E)). ASA(I&E) is designated by
the Secretary of the Army (SA) as the
Army’s responsible official for NEPA
policy, guidance, and oversight. In
meeting these responsibilities,
ASA(I&E) will:

(1) Maintain liaison with the Office of
the Secretary of Defense (OSD), Office
of Management and Budget (OMB),
Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ), Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), Congressional oversight
committees, and other federal, state,
and local agencies on Army environ-
mental policies.

(2) Review NEPA training at all lev-
els of the Army, including curricula at
Army, DOD, other service, other agen-
cy, and private institutions; and ensure
adequacy of NEPA training of Army
personnel at all levels.

(3) Establish an Army library for EAs
and EISs, which will serve as:

(i) A means to ascertain adherence to
the policies set forth in this part, as
well as potential process improve-
ments; and

(ii) A technical resource for pro-
ponents and preparers of NEPA docu-
mentation.
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